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New second grade 
teacher, Janet Hook, shared 
with Title 1 Reading teacher, 
Marguerite Frank, about 
individual student -targeted, 
online games that Mrs. Hook 
had been creating for her 2nd 
grade students.  

Word went out through 
the elementary school “if you have never 
tried this, I want to recommend talking 
with Janet about how to do it,” noted Mrs. 
Frank.  

A little more research revealed these 
“games” could be personalized to meet 
individual student needs and can be used 
to address classroom lessons.  They 
provide opportunities for re-learning, 
enrichment, review, or whatever student’s 
need.  The games can be supplemented at 
home with a homework log for those 
students who have access to computers or 
iPads and supportive parent involvement. 

Mrs. Hook said she learned about this 
from a colleague at Milton, who used this 
website for Science vocabulary.  It is as 
simple as going to classtools.net and 
choosing “arcade games.”  Mrs. Hook 
creates the game following the simple 
instructions and when completed, saves 
the website page.   

“I copy and paste the website 
into a word document so I can send 
it to parents.  I have also been 
sending a QR code, but have been 
working through some trouble-
shooting getting the QR codes to 
work properly.”  Here are the link 
and QR code for this week's words , 
you can try it out.   

Scan the QR codes with a QR reader to 
take you to the games created for this week’s 
High Frequency Words and Vocabulary 
Words (Book Study Week) or follow the link.  
High Frequency Words in a sentence:  

http://www.classtools.net/mob/quiz_17/High
_Frequency_Words_in_a_Sentences__Book_
Study_Week_111_to_11516_Pl4U9.htm 

 

 

Elementary News 
Class Tools is a “game” development site where 
teachers can design their own video games to engage 
students in learning.  It is one of the many differentiated 
instruction features in this newsletter. 

 

High School News 
The 9-3 Black Knight Boys Basketball team is going 
strong despite a key injury.  The teamwork and 
unselfishness has the boys poised to win.  If you have 
not had the opportunity, I recommend you come to a 
Black Knight and Lady Damsel basketball game and 
then cheer on our Black Knight grapplers at the next 
wrestling match!  Good luck to all our winter athletes 
and coaches.   

 Differentiating Instruction: Class Tools 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 

 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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Central Office Updates 
 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

 The Business Manager is the senior financial 
manager and a core member of our administrative team.  
As the budget process is now in full swing, the Business 
Manager’s role in the school essentially encompasses all 
operations outside of teaching and learning.  For example, 
she takes the lead on matters including Income 
generation, finance, community interaction, building 
management and maintenance financial matters, human 
resources, transportation, and organizing the budget 
timeline to meet state requirements.  Mrs. Harchak’s 
ability to guide big decisions and manage our $13.7 million 
dollar budget is in part what kept the district from having 
to borrow money during the budget impasse.  Thank you 
Mrs. Harchak! 

Differentiated Instruction continues to be a  
primary focus in the district, and below are 
several more examples of how differentiating 
instruction based on individual student needs 
is fostering student achievement.  Thank you 
for sharing your success stories. 

Everyday Evidence Differentiated 
Instruction… 

Mrs. Smeal’s students read the jr. novel, 
Inside/Out.  Along with the reading, the 
students constructed clay figures based on an 
emotion of their choosing.  They created the 
figure as how they see the emotion in their 
own mind.  After constructing the figures and 
painting them, the students wrote about why 
they chose that emotion, when they feel the 
emotion in their life, and how they react to 
the emotion. 

Often, these students have a difficult 
time identifying emotions.  They have a 
difficult time processing and reacting to the 
emotions.  The novel Inside/Out discussed the 
emotions and allowed them to see how each 
emotion was portrayed in the novel.  
Discussions about emotions, appropriate 
behavior, and repercussions from students’ 
actions were valuable.     

To wrap up the novel the group watched 
the movie.  
 

 January 18: In-service Training Day 
 January 18: End of Second Marking Period 
 January 19: Day 2 of Math Training  
 January 26: Comprehensive Plan Meeting 

 
 

Together We Can make Moshannon Valley a great place to 
work and learn! 

Everyday Evidence Differentiated 
Instruction… 

Ms. Nearhood reported her French  2 
students self-selected into three groups --
those who were confident, fairly sure, and 
needed help. Those who needed help were 
with the teacher and retaught the concept 
they were working on with some guided 
practice.  The French 3 students took the 
other two groups and lead them through 
different kinds of practice sentences on 
individual whiteboards and corrected and 
explained any mistakes.  The differentiated 
instruction activity went really well, the 
advanced group finished and then had 
some time to start new work early, the mid-
group had just enough time to finish the 
activity, and the third group was able to 
grasp the concept.  
 

Mrs. Smeal’s students with their Inside/Out 
projects. 

Everyday Evidence… 
Mr. Zeak’s 8th Grade Physical Science 

Class designed and conducted their own 
science experiments.  They had to form 
their own question, hypothesis, and design 
an experiment and collect data.  The data 
was analyzed and their conclusions were 
shared with the class.    

Taylor Malinich and Rebecca Satur 
asked, “Which acid (lemon juice or vinegar) 
cleans a penny better?“  

They took 8 pennies and rated their 
cleanliness on a penny scale (1-7, with 7 
being the dirtiest) that they created.  They 
put 4 pennies in each of the liquids and 
soaked them for 5 minutes.  After 5 minutes 
they scrubbed the pennies with a sponge 
for one minute.  They then re-evaluated the 
pennies using the penny scale. They 
concluded that Lemon Juice was better at 
cleaning the pennies.  They then 
communicated their results by presenting 
their findings to their classmates. 

 

 

Taylor Malinich and Rebecca Satur conduct their 
Penny experiment in Mr. Zeak’s class. 


